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§243.1

243.10 How does the Paperwork Reduction
Act affect this rule?

243.11 Are transfers of Alaskan reindeer
that occurred before issuance of this part
valid?

243.12 Are Alaska reindeer trust assets
maintained by the U.S. Government for
the benefit of Alaska Natives?

243.13 Who may appeal an action under this
part?

AUTHORITY: Sec. 12, 50 Stat. 902; 25 U.S.C.
500K.

SOURCE: 71 FR 2429, Jan. 13, 2006, unless
otherwise noted.

§243.1 What is the purpose of this
part?

The Department’s policy is to en-
courage and develop the activity and
responsibility of Alaska Natives in all
branches of the reindeer industry and
business in Alaska, and to preserve the
Native character of that industry and
business. This part contains require-
ments governing acquisition and trans-
ferring reindeer and reindeer products
in Alaska.

§243.2 What terms do I need to know?

Act means the Reindeer Act of Sep-
tember 1, 1937 (60 Stat. 900; 25 U.S.C. 500
et seq.), as amended.

Alaska Native means Eskimos, Indi-
ans, and Aleuts inhabiting Alaska at
the time of the Treaty of Cession of
Alaska to the United States and their
descendants currently living in Alaska.

Alaskan reindeer means:

(1) All reindeer descended from those
present in Alaska at the time of pas-
sage of the Act; and

(2) Any caribou introduced into ani-
mal husbandry or that has joined a
reindeer herd.

BIA means the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs within the United States Depart-
ment of the Interior.

Designee means the person assigned
by the Alaska Regional Director to ad-
minister the reindeer program.

Imported reindeer means reindeer
brought into Alaska from any region
outside of Alaska since passage of the
Act.

Native reindeer organization means
any corporation, association, or other
organization, whether incorporated or
not, composed solely of Alaska Na-
tives, for the purpose of engaging in or
promoting the reindeer industry.
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Non-Native means a person who is not
an Alaska Native.

Regional Director means the officer in
charge of the Alaska Regional Office of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

Reindeer products mean the meat,
hide, antlers, or any other products de-
rived from reindeer.

Transfer means the conveyance of
ownership of reindeer or reindeer prod-
ucts, or any interest in them or inter-
est in an Alaska Native reindeer orga-
nization, by any method.

We, us and our mean the Regional Di-
rector or the Director’s designee.

§243.3 Delegation of authority.

The Secretary of the Interior has del-
egated authority under the Act
through the Assistant Secretary—In-
dian Affairs to the Alaska Regional Di-
rector of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
All claims of ownership of reindeer in
Alaska, as required by the Act (section
500b), must be filed with the Regional
Director or the Director’s designee.

§243.4 Who can own or possess Alas-
kan reindeer?

(a) Only Alaska Natives, organiza-
tions of Alaska Natives, or the United
States for the benefit of these Natives,
can own Alaskan reindeer in Alaska.

(1) Any transfer not allowed by this
part is not legal, and does not confer
ownership or the right to keep Alaskan
reindeer, reindeer products, or any in-
terest in them.

(2) Anyone violating this part will
forfeit their reindeer or reindeer prod-
ucts to the Federal Government.

(b) An Alaska Native or a Native
reindeer organization may transfer
reindeer that they own to other Alaska
Natives or Native reindeer organiza-
tions without restriction, except as
provided in this part.

(c) We may maintain reindeer for re-
search projects, so long as the purpose
of the research benefits the Native
reindeer industry. We retain title to
these reindeer and will determine their
eventual disposition.

(d) A non-Native manager of Alaskan
reindeer must, by the last day of Sep-
tember each year:

(1) Provide us a copy of the contract
with the Native reindeer owner; and
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